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CELEBRATING 23 YEARS OF
BUILDING STRENGTH, STABILITY,AND
SELF-RELIANCE THROUGH HOUSING
From the moment we embraced the concept of Neighborhood Revitalization in the Harrisburg Community, Habitat for Humanity
Milledgeville-Baldwin County has sought to partner with other coalition members, volunteers, and donors to offer a hand up, not a
hand out. Our mission calls us still to meet the needs of people lacking decent, affordable housing by bringing people together to
build homes, communities, and hope.

It’s difficult to fully grasp the changes that have occurred since we began work in Neighborhood Revitalization just 5 years ago.
Before that, there was a number of major issues facing the affiliate. One of which was that we had fallen out of good standing
with Habitat for Humanity International (HFHI). The old business model of operating and maintaining a ReStore was costing us more
money than we were making. Habitat homeowners had fallen behind on their payments. All of this meant that the affiliate was in a
difficult position of trying to maintain the legitimacy of the organization, rather than focusing on mission, growth, and visions for
the future. However, we were able to hit the ground - running towards these challenges instead of away from them. In doing so, we
found that it was possible to maintain the affiliate as a viable entity, create a more productive board, and regain good standing
with HFHI. In fact, there has been a 360 turnaround. Our funding is viable, we have hired more staff, and we are doing what
Habitat’s mission is now more than we have ever done so for the last couple of decades.

The entire organization and our partners really embraced the idea of Neighborhood Revitalization (NR). At that time, it was just a
subset of what Habitat was really all about. However, what we found in the process was that NR really spoke to our community and
to us in regards to be able to accomplish something very tangible. The time and resources that we spent developing a 5-year
Master Plan have been very beneficial. That was the defining moment for our affiliate and the Harrisburg Community where we
work. There is really something to this notion of all coming together to lift up a community of people eager and dedicated to
making a change. It put us on the map. Our collective efforts resulted in HFHI selecting us as a location for the National Affiliate
Conference in January 2016 that included a tour of Harrisburg.

As a small, rural affiliate it can be easy to fall into the trap of self-pity, but with NR we have a very viable program that has worked
for us and other smaller affiliates across the U.S. With the strategic plan for the affiliate and master plan for Harrisburg, we are
well positioned to achieve these goals. Not only are we involved in Harrisburg, but we are also breaking ground on new homes for
the first time in over eight years. And this ultimately is what Habitat is supposed to do, that is our mission. With your support, we
are well positioned to achieve what we have laid out to accomplish in the next several years.

This report is dedicated to the people we have the privilege to work with: our homeowners, the Harrisburg Community residents, our
coalition partners, the HFHI staff, the Georgia Habitat State Support Organization, and the countless volunteers and donors who
have given of their time and resources to invest in our mission.

Many thanks and God’s blessings to all of you who have so generously supported our ministry.

MURALI THIRUMAL

EDWARD WEIMER

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

CHAIRMAN - BOARD OF DIRECTORS
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NOVEMBER 2012

2012

20 Years of
Building Homes,
Building Lives.
Over the last 20 years, Habitat for
Humanity Milledgeville-Baldwin County
has partnered with Habitat for
Humanity homeowners, hundreds of
donors, and thousands of volunteers to
reach the following milestones. We
could not have done it without YOU!

HABITAT HAS FIRST
ANNUAL GEORGIA
GIVES DAY
FUNDRAISER

NOVEMBER 1994

1994

MAY 2000

2000
1997
JANUARY 1997

HABITAT MBC
OFFICIALLY
INCORPORATED
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119 JOHNSON AVE SE
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FIRST WOMEN BUILD
ON LEO COURT
"PUTTING OUR NAILS
TO WORK"
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NOVEMBER 2019

2017

AFFILIATE RECEIVES
COMPETITIVE $85,000
CAPACITY BUILDING
GRANT TO HIRE NR
COORDINATOR

NOVEMBER 2015

2015

5 YEAR MASTER PLAN
DEVELOPED FOR NR IN
HARRISBURG
COMMUNITY

APRIL 2013

2013
HABITAT HOSTS
IT'S INAUGURAL
HEROES 5K

JANUARY 2016

2016

HOSTS NATIONAL
AFFILIATE
CONFERENCE, OVER
150 ATTENDEES
INCLUDING HFHI CEO
JONATHAN RECKFORD
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In 1996 a group of
community leaders, many
from Baldwin County area
churches, came together to
address the growing need
for better race relations and
affordable housing in
Milledgeville. It was at that
meeting that the idea for
Habitat for Humanity
Milledgeville-Baldwin
County was born. Two years
later, a home was built in
Milledgeville. In 1998 after
that first home, the hard
work of those founding
leaders led to the successful
incorporation of
the Milledgeville-Baldwin
County Habitat for
Humanity.

In 2015 the affiliate became
involved in the
Neighborhood Revitalization
Initiative (NRI) to address
community needs in the
Harrisburg Community on
the south side of
Milledgeville. Today, the
Neighborhood Revitalization
is a thriving program of the
affiliate thanks to the
support of Harrisburg
Coalition Members, donors,
volunteers, and community
members.
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Three stories of success.
Every family is different and
every family has a different story.
Habitat Milledgeville-Baldwin
County has partnered with
over 100 families in the 23 years
since we were founded. Here are
three stories of success from
some of the newest and oldest
members of our Habitat family.
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AUDITOR'S

Primas Family

Hightower Family

It has been one year since Demetria Primas
and her two children stepped through the
doorway of the Habitat office in
Milledgeville. Demetria’s son, Gavin, and her
daughter, Ava, were only four years old
and one year old at that time.
Now Gavin is a
growing little boy
and both of
Demetria’s
children will be able to have a place to come
home to. Not only were they accepted as the
affiliate’s newest Habitat homeowner, but
the Habitat program taught Demetria that,
“hard work and sacrifice really does pay off.”
Although the house build project is still
underway, Demetria is eager and optimistic
about the progress of her family’s new home
and eager to start working on her sweat
equity hours once the sheetrock is in place.

STATEMENT

In 2016, Habitat MBC handed over the keys to
Patricia Hightower’s new home. Since then,
Patricia and her daughter, NKenge, have loved
having a home of their own. NKenge
especially has enjoyed all that comes along
with it – arranging the space, and adding her
own personal touch to the first place she and
her mom could call home.
Patricia feels that being a homeowner, “is a
miracle. It was one of those things that I
thought would never happen. I've been
plagued with health issues the past 20 years,
and had given up on being a homeowner, but
Habitat has changed that for me.”
She often thinks of
the young man at
work who told her
about Habitat, and
those who came out
in support while the house was being built.

Jackson Family
for the Jackson Family. In May
2017, the remodel was completed
and the family could safely bathe
Tyler.

Wytina and her granddaughter
Tyler have a very special
relationship. Tyler has cerebral
palsy and her grandmother is her
primary caretaker while her
mother, Jessica, is at work. As ten
year old Tyler continues to grow,
bathing and washing her becomes
more difficult.

Before the remodel, the family
was lifting her out of a standard
bathtub which was strenuous and
dangerous without proper hand
bars in place. Now with the new
upgrades, Tyler can enjoy a warm
shower while sitting in a chair and
relax to the soothing effects of
water which is one of her favorite
things to do.

With the assistance of the State
Support Organization (SSO) of
Georgia, Habitat MBC was able to
provide a newly renovated and
handicap accessible bathroom
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OUR AFFILIATE'S HIGHLIGHTS
We hope this first annual report is a comprehensive overview of our
activities and growth throughout the preceding year.
Grant funding has been a critical component of the affiliate's strategy in
implementing projects in Neighborhood Revitalization, Critical Home Repairs, and
house building. The figure below highlights the amount of grant money awarded to
date since 2012.

FIGURE 1.

GRANT FUNDING AWARDED TO DATE ($)
$93,500

Grant funding awarded
to Habitat for Humanity

$70,125

Milledgeville-Baldwin
County from 2012 to

$46,750

current date.

$23,375

$0
2012
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Thank You
Habitat for Humanity Milledgeville-Baldwin
County is very thankful for the donors,
partners, and volunteers who have
contributed directly to our work in 2016.

YOUR GENEROSITY AT WORK
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UPCOMING
DATES:
Thank You Tailgate

November 18, 2017

Georgia Gives Day

November 28, 2017

Pancake Breakfast

November 28, 2017

Habitat HERO's 5K

April 7, 2018

Habitat MBC Staff

Board of Directors

Executive Director,
Murali Thirumal

Edward Weimer, Board Chairman

Mr. Stephen Houser

Rev. Janet Cavin, Vice President

Dr. Kristin English

Dr. Doris Moody, Secretary

Mr. Blanton Lingold

Mrs. Cathy Chapman, Treasurer

Mr. Bill McNair

Dr. John Sallstrom (Emeritus)

Rev. Stephanie Caldwell

Dr. Catherine Powell

Commissioner Tommy French

Neighborhood Revitalization
Coordinator, Katherine Lacksen
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